
                                                             MEMORANDUM  

 

Cases Where Contempt of a Human Rights Tribunal Resulted in a Jail Sentence 

 

Case Summary 

 

Canada (Human Rights 

Commission) v. Winnicki 

2007 CAF 52, 2007 FCA 52 

Federal Court of Appeal 

 

 Appellant was the subject of a CHRC complaint 

due to anti-Semitic and racist messages on internet 

 Federal Court granted an interlocutory injunction 

restraining appellant from posting such messages 

 CHRT rendered decision finding appellant in 

violation of Canadian Human Rights Act 

 Appellant was found by the Federal Court to have 

continued posting such messages in contempt of 

court 

 Appellant was sentenced to 9 months in jail 

 Appellant’s sentence was reduced on appeal to 83 

days, being time Appellant had already spent in jail 

 

Canada (Human Rights 

Commission) v. Heritage Front 

1994 CarswellNat 1792 

Federal Court of Canada — Trial 

Division 

 

Canada v. Heritage Front 

1993 CarswellNat 236 

Federal Court of Canada — Trial 

Division 

 

 Respondents were the subject of a CHRC 

complaint due to hate messages delivered via 

telephone hotline 

 At CHRC’s request, Federal Court ordered that the 

respondents be prohibited from delivering further 

hotline messages until CHRT ruling 

 Respondents breached court order and were found 

in contempt 

 Individual respondents sentenced to 3, 2, and 1 

months in jail 

 

Canada v. Canadian Liberty Net 

1996 CarswellNat 117 

Federal Court of Canada — Appeal 

Division 

 

 Appellants were the subject of a CHRC complaint 

due to telephonic hate message system 

 CHRC sought an interim order from the Federal 

Court prohibiting them from communicating such 

messages until the CHRT decision 

 Federal Court granted the order 

 Appellants breached the order and were found in 

contempt 

 Individual appellant was sentenced to 3 months in 

prison 

 Sentence was reduced on appeal to time already 

served 
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Canada v. Taylor 

1990 CarswellNat 1030 

Supreme Court of Canada 

 

 CHRT ordered appellants to cease and desist 

delivering public telephone messages slandering 

Jews 

 Appellants ignored the order and were found in 

contempt by the Federal Court 

 Federal Court sentenced individual appellant to 1 

year of imprisonment 

 Appellants’ appeal was dismissed by Federal Court 

of Appeal 

 SCC reduced sentence to 3 months’ imprisonment 

 

Warman v. Tremaine 

2014 CAF 192, 2014 FCA 192 

Federal Court of Appeal 

 

 CHRT ordered appellant to cease and desist 

communicating discriminatory material on the 

internet 

 Appellant failed to remove material and continued 

to post more of it 

 Federal Court found appellant in contempt of court 

and sentenced him to 30 days imprisonment 

 Appeal of decision was dismissed by Federal Court 

of Appeal   

 

 

Cases Where Breach of a Non-Monetary Order of a Civil Court Resulted in a Jail Sentence 

 

Case Summary 

 

777829 Ontario Ltd. v. McNally 

1991 CarswellOnt 476 

Ontario Court of Justice (General 

Division) 

 Defendants were prohibited by court order from 

disposing of certain funds paid out of court 

 Defendants disposed of $1 million in contempt of 

the order 

 Individual defendant was incarcerated for 12 

months or until $167,500.00 was paid into court 

 

Central 1 Credit Union v. UM 

Financial Inc. 

2012 ONSC 889 

Ontario Superior Court of Justice 

(Commercial List) 

 Debtors purchased bullion after receiver appointed 

 Receiver obtained court order requiring debtors to 

return bullion 

 Manager of debtor company took bullion to Egypt 

and spent it 

 Manager was found in contempt and ordered 

incarcerated for 6 months 

 

Milligan v. Lech 

2006 CarswellOnt 8456 

Ontario Superior Court of Justice 

 Defendant repeatedly breached orders to produce 

documents, attend at examination, appear in court, 

etc. 

 Defendant found in contempt and sentenced to 15 

months in prison 
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Ontario (Securities Commission) 

v. Robinson 

2010 ONSC 225 

Ontario Superior Court of Justice 

(Commercial List) 

 Individual failed to comply with court orders 

requiring him to attend and answer questions 

pursuant to summonses 

 Individual was found in contempt and sentenced to 

4 months in prison 

 

Platinex Inc. v. 

Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 

First Nation 

2008 CarswellOnt 1421 

Ontario Superior Court of Justice 

 Defendants were ordered not to impede plaintiff’s 

access to an exploration property but did so 

 Defendants stated that they would continue to defy 

the orders of the court 

 Individual defendants were sentenced to 6 months 

in jail 

 

Sussex Group Ltd. v. Fangeat 

2003 CarswellOnt 3246 

Ontario Superior Court of Justice 

 Defendant ordered not to deal with former 

company’s suppliers and creditors, etc., but did so 

 Defendant was sentenced to imprisonment for 6 

months 

 

Telewizja Polsat S.A. v. Radiopol 

Inc. 

2006 FC 137, 2006 CF 137 

Federal Court 

 Defendants reproduced programming belonging to 

plaintiff TV service on website without permission 

 Defendants continued to do so despite court order 

not to 

 Individual defendant was imprisoned for 6 months 

 

Trans-High Corp. v. Hightimes 

Smokeshop and Gifts Inc. 

2015 FC 919 

Federal Court 

 Respondent continued to use applicant’s trademark 

and name despite court order not to 

 Director of respondent was imprisoned for 14 days 

 

 


